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Dear Parents,
We want to say a warm welcome to all the new
families that have joined during the Autumn term,
we have really enjoyed getting to know your
children so far!
All the children have been very busy over the past
few weeks and have had lots of fun.
We have put together this short newsletter to show
you what all the team and children have been up
to across the nursery. We hope you enjoy seeing
what we have been learning.

Nursery News
Covid-19 Updates
Although Covid rules are changing, for the
moment we are continuing with our usual Covid
precautions.
Maintain a 2 metre distance from each other
and staff members ( where possible)
Wear face masks at all times within the nursery
grounds
Minimise items brought in from home

Not send children into nursery that are
displaying any of the recognised symptoms of
Covid-19, including high temperature.
Children or staff members with suspected
symptoms will be asked to take a PCR test.
Staff members will continue to have regular
lateral flow tests (twice weekly).
If anyone in your household (including siblings)
tests positive for Covid-19, we do ask that
children have a PCR test and their negative
results before returning to nursery. Children can
then return to nursery but we are advising
regular lateral flow tests until the isolation
period is completed (10 days).

Coming Soon
Adventures with JemimaWe will have a guest speaker/performer visit us,
She will teach us all about Black History Month
aimed at Early years children.
Children in Need
We are having a wear it spotty day- 19th
November. We will be raising money for children in
need, any donations please hand in to the team
and at the end of the day we will tally it up and
send it over to the fundarising team at BBC
Children in Need.
Christmas Concerts and Christmas Jumper Day
10th December- This year we will be doing a
whole nursery christmas concert. this will be
recorded and sent home on the last day of the
term.
Wellbeing Week- Mirela is the Wellbeing Lead
We are planning lots of mindfulness activities
which help children build resillience and selfregulation promoting healthy, happy minds
and bodies.

Upcoming Key Dates
Parents Evening – Week
Commencing 1st November – 19th
November
Photo Day – Wednesday 10th
November
Wellbeing Week November 8th
-12th November 2021.
Children in Need- 19th November(wear something Spotty day)
Orders for Christmas cards need to
be in by 10th December.
Christmas Carol Concerts
/Christmas Jumper Day – Friday
10th December
Final Deadline for 30-hour funding
applications 31st December 2021.
End of term - Friday 24th
December. (at 4pm)
Start of Spring Term 2022- Tuesday
4th January 2022
For all Term Time children (only)
End of Autumn Term - 17th
December 2021
Start of Spring Term 2022 -4th
January 2022

Nursery News
Staff News
We want to say a warm welcome to our new
members of the Tic Toc Team who have joined us
since September 2021.
Dolphins have been joined by the wonderful Natalia,
who has settled in so well. She has already made
great relationships with the children, parents, and we
look forward to seeing more of her creative tuff trays
and activity ideas!
Basma will be joining the Dolphin room as of the
start of the new term. Basma will be dolphins
lunchtime support and we look forward to her joining
the team.
Lucy has joined our panda room in the last couple of
weeks and has been helping our new children settle
in. She is warm, caring and friendly.
We have also had Sadaf join the panda team as our
Lunchtime practitioner. She has been making great
bonds with both the team and the babies in the
room.
Zara, Michaela and Safa join us as supporting bank
staff. They will work across the nursery supporting all
the children and practitioners. Thank you for your
hard work so far.
We are also very happy to announce that, our
Lunchtime practitioner in the Dolphin room Raida,
has given birth to a beautiful baby boy.
And our final piece of good news - Vendula got
married in September !
We wish her and her husband all the best
for their wonderful future together.

Tic Toc Cooking Club
We have started our very own Cooking Club
across
the nursery, this is run by our nursery chef Kia.
Kia has planned a a wide range of different
healthy and fun recipes for the children to bake
and cook.
All rooms will have weekly cooking club sessions
these, will be alternated so as many children as
possible will be able to join in!

Music Classes at Tic Toc

Since September we started weekly Music
classes with Susan.
Children enjoy learning new songs and dances
with Susan. we have been coping actions and
moving in lots of different ways!
The children especially love Susan's guitar and
they even have a go at playing some chords.
Susan is a highly experienced early years
teacher, adapts her music sessions to suit all of
the children's ages and abilities. We have really
enjoyed having music sessions every week.
Susan will also be joining the team for our
Christmas concert in December.

Parent Reminders
Winter Weather

Children's Photo's
Now the mornings have become colder and the
evening become darker much quicker, its safe to
say that autumn/winter is finally here.
Please can we ask that all children are sent to
nursery with their warm coats to ensure they can
still access the garden throughout the day.
We also would ask all items of clothing are clearly
labelled with your child's name.
This is to prevent them going home with the wrong
child.
Hats and gloves can be worn but please make sure
they are labelled.
You are more than welcome to bring in spare shoes
or wellies for your child to use as we like to explore
our garden no matter the weather.

Christmas Closure:

A reminder that the
nursery will close at
4pm on Friday 24th
December. (Christmas
Eve)
Reopen: Tuesday 4th
January 2022.

We have a children's photographer named
Jenny, coming to do professional photo's for
the children on Wednesday 10th November.
She will be able to get photo's printed and
delivered in time for Christmas. We know lots
of parents really love these and want to make
sure everyone is able to get their photo done.
If your child does not usually attend a
Wednesday please email the nursery directly
and we can arrange a time for your child to
pop in during their class's time slot.

30 hour funding for
Spring Term
Deadline for NEW
applications - 31st
November

If your child has turned 3 years old during the
Autumn Term (September 1st - December 31st)
you may be eligible for 30 hour funding
starting from the Spring term, January 2022.

Blossom - Please update your App

Please check your eligibility and apply now via
this link https://www.gov.uk/30-hours-freePlease ensure your Blossom app is up to date. After childcare

updating the app, you are required to sign in again to
complete the update. If you have any trouble viewing
your child's diary please contact the office via email If you are new to claiming 30 hour funding
and have received your code please email
admin@tictocnurseryschool.co.uk

admin@tictocnurseryschool.co.uk

Blossom - Communication Emails from Tic Toc
For children currently claiming 30 hour
funding
For parents already claiming 30 hour funding,
please just double check that your 30 hour
code has not expired and that funding is in
place for January. Thirty hour codes renewed
If you would like both parents with parental after the 31st December will not be accepted.
Please note we send out most of our important
communications via Blossom. These emails may end
up in your junk or updates folder ( g-mail). Please
allow your main email inbox to allow emails from
Blossom so that important emails are not missed. If
you have any problems please do let us know.

responsibility to receive updates, please ensure that
both email addresses are entered into Blossom in the
contacts section correctly.

Parents Information
Keeping Teeth Healthy
“In 2017 in England, almost a quarter of five
year olds had experienced tooth decay,
having an average of 3 or 4 decayed teeth.”
Oral Health | PACEY
At Nursery we will continue to
teach children about brushing our
teeth and going to the dentist.
We will use activities using
toothbrushes to clean our
teeth,
We will look at our own teeth
and learn songs to clean them
properly.
We have stories and games
which help us learn about
good oral hygiene.

Here are some helpful tips for at
home

Brush your child’s teeth twice a day a soon as
their first tooth appears.
Sing simple songs and rhymes to remind
children to brush their teeth.
Children need to be supervised whilst brushing
their teeth until they are 5 years old,
Encourage children to pick out their own
toothbrushes to make it exciting and familiar
to them.
Get babies used to the feeling of the
toothbrush by using soft bristled brushes as
part of play.
Children are advised to visit the dentist ideally
within 6months of their first tooth breaking
through and for regular check-ups thereafter.

Healthy Lifestyle choices
Sugar causes tooth decay. It's not just about the amount of sugar in sweet food and
drinks, but how long and how often the teeth are in contact with sugar.
Lollipops and sweet drinks in formula bottles are particularly damaging, because
they bathe the teeth in sugar for long periods of time. The acid in drinks like fruit
juice and squash can harm teeth as well.
The sugars found naturally in whole fruit and milk are less likely to cause tooth
decay, so you don't need to cut down on these types of sugars.
By reducing sugar it not only helps to protect children’s teeth but will also help to
encourage a healthy balanced diet.

News from Panda Room

Settling In
This term we have welcomed our new babies who have joined us this Autumn in Panda Room. We have
been supporting the new babies by providing them with one-to-one care so they feel comforted by each
individual Nursery Practitioner.. Our new babies are beginning to build stronger relationships with the
staff in Panda Room. The children are becoming independent when exploring each area of our room,
building confidence at meal times, developing their gross motor skills during free play time and
activities, finding their own interests by exploring our story books, making sounds and singing along to
nursery rhymes.

All About Me
We set up a role play activity for the Pandas to explore and
expand their imagination. We learnt about teeth and oral
hygiene where the children took part in costume play
activities as doctors and dentists. We have been encouraging
the children to develop their fine motor skills by practicing
how to brush our teeth using toothbrushes, toothpaste, and
baby dolls as props for further development of motor skills.

Black History Month
In honour of Black History Month, we have been exploring
many themes with our children in Panda Room. The children
have been learning about the life of people in Africa, their
natural environments, foods they eat, languages they
speak, and animals around Africa.
We have explored set up a Safari Adventure area in our
classroom, where the children have been engaging in
storytelling whilst naming Safari animals and learning new
animal sounds. The children have had fun learning about
where Safari animals are native to around Africa. We created
paper cut outs in our classroom of animals in Africa to explore
more visual learning with the Panda’s. We also used many
soft Safari animal toys to provide the children with a visual
learning experience.
We also organised a necklace making sensory activity for the
children using pasta and paint with common colours in
African culture. Necklaces are most worn in African culture to
represent good luck and wisdom and each African tribal
ornament represents something different to each tribe. It is
also heavily worn on special occasions.
The Pandas have also enjoyed the story of ‘Handa’s Surprise’,
where Michaela dressed up as Handa and named each of the
fruits with the children whilst they enjoyed their exotic fruits at
our Panda ‘Safari Snack Bar’.

News from Dolphin Room
Autumn Activites
Autumn has arrived and the
Dolphins have had lots of fun
exploring the new season and
learning about the changes in
our natural environment. The
children have been taking part in
lots of messy and creative play
activities such as leaf printing,
mark making, and making stick
men. Dolphins were given a
challenge to collect some
Autumn treasures using their
special treasure bags. The
children did a great job finding
lots of natural resources which
they brought back to Nursery to
share with their friends and use
for our Autumn activities.

It's Halloween!
As Halloween is approaching, we
have set up different areas of our
classroom with lots of spooky
decorations created by the children
in Dolphin Room. During the last
few weeks Dolphins have been
busy creating lots of Halloween
decorations and taking part in fun
activities such as pumpkin carving,
creating a witches’ castles, making
wiggly spiders, and more.

Black
History Month
In honour of Black History Month we have been
celebrating through music, stories, food, and games.
Our favourite story to explore has been ‘Handa’s
Surprise’ - in this book Handa sets out to surprise her
friend Akeyo with seven different pieces of exotic fruits
that are grown and found in Kenya, where the story
of Handa is based. To give the Dolphins an engaging
storytelling experience, we gathered exotic fruits in a
basket for the children to enjoy during story time. We
also encouraged the children to describe the colours
and textures of the fruits, the village Handa lives in,
hairstyles and clothing, animals that appear in the
story, and more. The Dolphins really enjoyed the story
of ‘Handa’s Surprise’, as we had so much to talk
about, learn, share, and explore together.
For Black History Month, we also learnt about Garrett
Morgan who invented the traffic lights. We played
the traffic light ‘Stop and Go’ game where we had to
listen to and follow instructions and watch out for
each colour of the traffic lights.

Next Term
Dolphins Winter
Term topics will
be Dinosaurs,
Bubbles and
Water with a
*Special Tic Toc
Bake Off!*

News from Ladybirds Room

All about Me
This term Ladybirds have been busy.
We have all settled into our room really well and
have enjoyed making new friendships. Together
we have been learning our Rainbow Rules and
enjoyed helping Vendula create a friendship
rainbow.
At the beginning of the term, we learnt all about
our friends and ourselves. We made homemade
mirrors and admired our own special features,
our eyes, hair, our smile and our skin. We talked
about what makes us all special and unique we
made beautiful self-portraits and were very
happy to have them displayed in our classroom.

Black History Month

At the Hospital
We set up a doctor’s surgery in our room. We
learned all about our body and how it moves. We
practiced making each other better, we talked
about feelings and how to make each other feel
well again. During this topic we talked about
famous doctors and nurses like Florence
Nightingale and Mary Seacole.
We also used the stethoscope to listen to each
other’s heart beats and recognised when we
exercise our hearts beat faster. We enjoyed
learning all about our body parts and what their
functions are. We learnt that the heart helps to
pump the blood which supplys oxygen and
nuitrients around our body and we need our
heart to be alive.

To celebrate Black History month, we
were learning all about lots of
different countries in Africa.
We are reading a story called "we
went on a safari" and learning how to
count in Swahili.
We have planned to make flag's,
traditional African mask's and
necklaces.
So far we have learnt about
mountains and volcanoes that are in
Africa. (Mt Kilimanjaro and Mt
Cameroon)
Next week we have planned activities
to learn all about Johannesburg in
South Africa- where our friend "A's"
family are from.

News from Pre-school Room
Black History Month
Dinosaur World

We learnt about Louis Armstrong and
Ella Fitzgerald both pioneers in Jazz
music.
we made our own trumpets and
played along to "what a wonderful
world". We learnt that they both
overcame their own struggles to be
recognised across the world. Ella
Fitzgerald was the first African
American woman to win a Grammy.
We also looked at African tribes and
made lots of different tribal masks and
clothing. We learned some dances and
listened to some traditional djembe
drums
and
other
traditional
instruments.

One of our focused topics in PreSchool is Dinosaurs, we set up a
‘Dinosaur World’ activity area in our
classroom. This really helped settle
some of our children into pre-school
and they found it remarkably
interesting learning fun facts about
Dinosaurs e.g., “most very big
dinosaurs only ate plants.” We also
did Dinosaur experiments by making
fossils using clay, made dinosaur eggs
by freezing small dinosaurs in a
balloon and a volcano.

Numbers 1-10
This term we focused on numbers 1-10. We set up a range of fun and engaging activities by linking
them to our themes and topics. We focused on number recognition, counting, and matching
correct amounts of objects to correct numbers. You can support your child at home by counting
steps, looking at numbers around environment, and counting objects around the house.

Forest and Woodlands
Another topic we are currently focusing
on is ‘The Forest and Woodland’. We
have set up a forest activity area in our
classroom and have been exploring
this topic with a variety of fun and
engaging tuff tray activities. Pre-school
have been learning about different
forest animals such as birds, squirrels,
snails, hedgehogs, and more. We have
also been collecting conkers, twigs, and
leaves from our walks and trip to the
garden to share with all of our friends
and explore nature together.

Phonics (Read Write Inc) Pre-school Room

Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and write. It helps children hear,
identify and use different sounds that distinguish one word from another.

We have introduced Phonics (Read Write Inc) to Pre-school and hold Phonics
sessions daily after our morning circle time. We have been working on the sounds
‘m,a,s,t,d’ and encourage the children to develop their fine motor skills by
practicing mark making and forming letters using white boards and markers. We
have been working hard to support children's pen grip and controlling the
movements they make.

HOW TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD AT HOME
We recommend continuing to practice the simple sounds 'm,a,s,td,i' (our last sounds) by looking at
letters and simple words you see at home or in the environment such as signs and labels.
Practicing writing lowercase letters at home will also be extremely beneficial. We will continue to
practice simple sounds, mark making, and forming letters at nursery.

Thank you for supporting us with rolling out the phonics programme! We hope this
has given the children a head start for their journey to big school!

Next term we will be focusing on our new sounds ‘i,n,p,g,o’ and will continue to work on
Phonics and develop our writing through the year.

Halloween At Tic Toc Nursery School
Fine motor skillsusing tweezers to
find pumkin seeds

We had lots of Sensory Fun!
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Haunted house crafts
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Looking for ghosts on our Halloween Walk

