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Dear Parents
On the 1st April we celebrated 5 years since Tic Toc Nursery
School has been under new ownership. Over this time there
have been many positive changes and we are proud of the
journey so far. We continue to work hard to realise our vision
and to ensure each child achieves our expectations.
To give thanks for this opportunity Tic Toc Nursery School,
funded a meal for 51 orphans at Hari Childrens Home in
Batticola, Sri-Lanka, which we will continue to support on an
annual basis. We also wanted to thank all our parents for their
continued support and without whom we could not continue (
especially over the last 12 months). However, our biggest
thanks goes to our amazing Tic Toc Team - who we believe are
the most caring and dedicated practitioners in childcare!

Nursery News
Covid-19 Updates
We are still operating with Covid safe practice within
the nursery. We therefore remind parents that the
following points must be adhered to:
Maintain a 2 metre distance from each other and
staff members ( where possible)
Wear face masks at all times within the nursery
grounds
Minimise items brought in from home
Not send children into nursery that are displaying
any of the recognised symptoms of Covid-19,
including temperature.
Travel
Please inform the nursery of any travel that you are
planning outside the UK. With guidance constantly
changing we would like to be able to ensure that the
correct quarantine periods are being followed. For
further guidance on red, amber and green countries
please click here
Classroom Bubbles
Panda Room will be operating as one bubble from
Tuesday 1st June. We will keep this arrangement under
constant review. Pre-School, Dolphins and Ladybirds
will continue to operate in their existing bubbles.

Key Dates - Summer Term
Bank Holiday Nursery closed - 31st
May
Father’s Day - Sunday 20th June
Parents Meeting Weeks (virtual) 14th to 25th June
Pre-School Graduation Ceremony (
Children Only) Friday 16th July- 3 to
5pm
End of Term ( Term - Time children
only) - 23rd July
20th July - Pre-School Transition
Reports completed
31st July 2021- 30 hour funding
application deadline
30th August - Bank Holiday (
Nursery closed)
31st August 2021 - Inset day
(nursery closed)
For all Term Time children (only)
Summer Term -19th April 2021 to
23rd July 2021
Half Term - 31st May to 4th June
2021

Important reminders
Front Gates
The front garden is in constant use throughout the day - please help us to
keep everyone safe by remembering to always close the gate behind you.
Face Masks

Can parents please ensure that face Masks are worn at pick up and
collection. This is to help protect the staff and other parents. Staff
members will gently be reminding parents who are not wearing masks.

Nursery News
Staff News
Welcome back Gayana and Freshta!
In May we welcomed back Gayana. Gayana is a Level 3
qualified practitioner and worked with us in Pre-School
prior to taking some time off following the birth of her
son. Gayana will be working alongside Asha in PreSchool. We also welcome back Freshta, who also took
some time off following the birth of her daughter. Freshta
is level 5 qualified and is currently working with Lacey in
Dolphin Room. They are both valued and experienced
members of the team and we are so pleased that they
have returned to Tic Toc. Both their children have also
joined Tic Toc Nursery School!

Our New Fruit and
Vegetable planter!
This term we have all been working really
hard in the garden. We wanted to create
a space where children could learn
about how fruits and vegetables grow
and be involved in the process of
planting and caring for them. So we now
have a Tic Toc Vegetable patch!

Congratulations Lacey!
Over the last 18 months, Lacey has worked very hard to
achieve her Advanced Level 3 Forest School Leader
qualification. She is now leading our weekly Forest School
classes for Pre-School. This is a great achievement. Well
done Lacey!

The children and staff have all been
involved in the planting of the vegetables
- even in the panda room, planting the
smaller seeds and watering the seedlings
until they were big enough to be moved
outside. We hope you have enjoyed
seeing the children get involved and we
hope we get some lovely fruits and veg
for you to maybe taste too.

Raising money for Lennox Children Cancer Fund
We would like to say a HUGE thanks for all of your
generous donations towards the Lennox Children
Cancer fund. Children were asked to guess the name of
the bear. We raised an amazing £327.90! We have
confirmed the name of the bear is Evie - well done to
one of our Ladybird children who won the teddy prize.

Thank you to the team for really working
together to ensure every child had a
special part in our new project.
Here are some of the plants we are
growing:
Strawberries
Blackberries
Tomatoes
Potatoes
Sweetcorn
Runner Beans

.

Return of Forest School
We are so pleased to be able to restart our
weekly Forest School sessions in Pre-School.
Every week a group of children will be
taken off-site to experience learning
through nature.

Nursery News
Summer weather
As the weather is hopefully turning warmer, can we please ask that you check your child's
clothing and spare clothes are appropriate. The children enjoy running around in the garden
and can get hot and sweaty.
We recommend that children are sent to nursery with at least 2 spare sets of clothes so they
can be changed into something cooler should the weather become hotter. This is also useful
for our children who do enjoy getting involved in our messy play.
We do recommend that leggings, shorts, skirts, joggers, dresses or loose trousers be worn.
Please avoid tight jeans or tight fitting trousers as this type of clothing can restrict the child's
movement when learning to walk, run and climb.
Sun hat - Please could we also ask for a labelled sun hat to be left at nursery.
Sun cream - If your child needs a particular branded sun cream please can we have a bottle
for your child. Any children who does not have sensitive skin or skin conditions will be provided
with the nursery sun cream. Please apply sun cream to your child in the morning before
coming to nursery and we will continue to apply during the day.

Antibiotics & Sickness Policy Reminder
We have recently had a number of poorly children in nursery and unfortunately they have
had to be sent home during the day. We wanted to remind you of our anti-biotic and
sickness policy.
Children taking prescription medication must be well enough to attend the setting.
Attendance at nursery will be down to the managers discretion. The nursery can refuse
admittance to children who are considered too sick to attend or infectious. If the dosing
regimen allows, the preference is for prescription medication to be given at home.
Children will only be allowed to have antibiotics administered at nursery if:
They have been prescribed by a health professional
They are provided in their original container with the dispensing label clearly shown
The child has had 24 hours of treatment at home and is well enough to come to nursery

If you are in any doubt, please email or call the nursery and we will be happy to advise on
individual situations. Please bear in mind that if you are bringing in medication to the
nursery we will need to complete some paperwork. We thank you for your patience while
this is completed.

.

News from Panda Room
We love fruit and vegetables!
Healthy eating with rainbow colours
This term we organised some food tasting activities to
allow children to experience the different tastes and
textures of vegetables and fruit. We did this by
providing a rainbow of fresh vegetables and fruit at
snack time e.g. beetroot, purple cabbage, celery, carrots
etc and making pizza together, for their tea. We also
talked about the colours and textures of the fruit and
vegetables using vocabulary such as 'spiky' for
pineapple, 'bumpy' for broccoli and 'soft' for mangoes.
Children also had fun with our stamping activity using
the broccoli and celery sticks as painting brushes.
Planting
Panda children enjoyed taking part in our planting
activity. Each day they water the plants and we
discuss which plants we are growing in our planters.
Children know not to pull or touch the plants,
instead we have been teaching the children to say
hello and wave to the flowers/ plants. We want our
children to develop a love of nature from a young
age!

Transport (Near and Far)
Last week we had such a lovely role play experience with the
children acting out travelling to London. This is part of
imaginary play. We pretended to go to London by train using
crates. We travelled through Paddington, Kings Cross and
Waterloo - calling out station names as we went! We also
created a construction area for big and small trucks. The
children were really engaged in this activity and loved making
the sounds of the trucks!
We talked about how the teachers get to work. As Fatemeh
comes to work by bike we spent time showing the children her
bike and allowing them to press the bell, observe the tyres,
pedals and handle bars. Their favourite part was seeing the
hazard lights on!
Our transport tuff tray allowed the children to explore playing
with different transport modes for sea, land and air.

We sang wheels on the bus while playing!

Home Learning
Encourage the children to look after their
own plants at home by watering them.

News from Dolphin Room
We have been exploring lots!
Growing and Planting
We have been planting different fruits and vegetables in our garden. We really enjoyed digging and
helping to water them. When playing in the garden we have been checking on them to see how tall
they have been growing and how many leaves we can see.

.

Sensory Play
In Dolphins we love getting messy and exploring different textures, tastes and
colours. Our children loved it so much we carried it over for a few weeks. We enjoyed
rainbow spaghetti, sand, ice play and much more. We tasted different fruits and
vegetables, we mixed different ingredients and used different materials to build,
paint and create patterns.
Our favourite part of sensory play has been listening to and dancing to lots of
different music and sounds with our friends.

More News from Dolphin Room
We have been exploring lots!
Road Safety
We love playing with cars and trucks and this term we talked about road safety. We played games in the
garden to learn about stop signs and traffic lights. Lacey and the team helped the children to make traffic
light handprints. The children loved exploring traffic lights and pretending how to drive a car. They had to
listen for "green for go, amber get ready and red to stop!". We sang the stop look and listen song and played
with our road themed tuff tray and cars.
Pets
Recently we have been learning all about pets and looking at the photos of our friends pets too. Thank you
for sharing them it has been lovely to see how much the children love their family pets. The team also shared
their pets photos with the children and talked about how to look after them.
We read stories about animals and we have been trying to say their names and learn the noises they make.
The older children enjoyed counting and identifying how many animals they could see. They successfully
matched the animals by hearing their names - well done Dolphins!
As part of our Pets topic we had a very special visit from Raida's two beautiful budgies. The children loved
seeing them and hearing the sounds they make. The children were all very quiet and gentle around the
budgies to make sure they didn't scare them. We talked about the colours on their feathers, how they move
and what features they have. The children were sad to see them go home.

Next Term Topics
We will be learning about the summer and our topic 'at the seaside'. We will also be focusing on recycling
and learning about our earth. We will be celebrating Fathers day at the beginning of the next term. We have
already been busy making some special gifts for our daddies. Please can we ask for family photos, as we will
be making some family trees and talking about family names. If you speak another language at home it
would be great if you could give us a list of words for different family members e.g. Mummy, daddy,
grandma, sister etc.
Home Learning
To practice our coat trick and zipping up our zips at home. This is to help children build their independent
skills and support their physical development. In case you are unfamiliar with this, please watch the clip here
to see the coat trick in action Fun Shoe and Coat Tricks for Toddler and Preschooler Independence YouTube.

News from Ladybirds Room
Exploring the wonders of light and our human body!
Playing in the Shadows
One of our topics for this term was Light and Dark.
We discussed day and night and different light sources. Vendula demonstrated with a torch, how the earth
rotates around the sun and how this creates our days and nights. The children really enjoyed learning about how
this changes in different countries depending on where the sun is. We made different light sources using crafts
and talked about natural light and man-made light. During circle time we talked about all the activities we do at
night time and day time, for example we go to sleep or we can look up at the stars in the sky at night. We talked
about different animals that are active during the day and the nocturnal ones that sleep in the day and come
out at night time. Making shadows - We turned off the lights and closed the blinds. We set up a light behind the
children and they took turns making shapes on the wall. The children really enjoyed seeing the shapes the
shadows created and how it moved with them. The children's favourite activity was creating our own shadow
tower. We built a tall tall tower to see the shadow it made.

The human body
This term we were guided by the children's interest in a story which showed the human body and their skeletons.
The children really wanted to find out more and were asking lots of questions about their bones and the names
of the different organs inside the body. So we used this as a topic. We created skeleton models using sticks and
earbuds.

We made a model set of lungs with gloves, which the children all had a turn filling up with air by blowing up the
gloves using a straw (air going into the lungs).

We also talked about how germs enter the body and spread on surfaces. We did an experiment using soap and
pepper dispersed in water, to show the children how germs can live on surfaces. We explained that soap helps to
remove the germs on our hands but we have to wash carefully with soap because sometimes it can get left
behind. Click the link to try at home Germs experiment with pepper and soap - CBeebies - BBC The children also
made homemade soaps and got to take a piece home.
Next Term we will be focusing on Literacy. We will be practicing learning the letters in our name and the sounds that they make.
Could we ask parents to practice pointing out the letters you see in the environment when you are with your children. It is really
helpful to say the sounds that the letter makes. Please look out for our Phonics News letter which will provide more information
on how phonics will be taught in Ladybirds and specifically information on how to pronounce phonics correctly.

News from Pre-School Room
Phonics and Forest School Fun!
Preschool have had lots of fun learning their letters and sounds through phonics! They
particularly enjoyed Fred the phonics frog, he makes preschool giggle lots during phonics
sessions and also helps us with blending our sounds.

Pre-school have been learning about road safety and the people who help us cross safely. We have also
learnt a song to help us when crossing the road ( we also use this on forest school).
" Stop, look and listen before you cross the street,
Stop, look and listen before you cross the street,
Use your eyes and your ears before you use your feet
Stop, look and listen before you cross the street, "

We have been focusing on our numbers and
completing number problems. We have
introduced adding and subtracting to pre-school.
We have made the activities fun and interesting to
support pre-schools learning.

Home Learning from Pre-School Room
Focus on Phonics
Please look out for our Phonics Newsletter which we will be sent out to all PreSchool Parents. This will include information on how best to support your child
with learning phonics and much more!
Dilek and the team would like you to continue supporting the children with
phonics at home. It would be great if you could also add this as a ‘parent
observation’ on Blossom so we can see and discuss this with the children at
nursery during our phonics sessions.
See below for some more photos of some of the learning we have had this half
term!
.

